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REFORMATION DAY, OCTOBER 31 


MEMBERSHIP IS TOO EASY 


Firsthand studies have revealed the impressive degree to which the 
private attitudes of church laymen reflect the attitudes of the non- 
church public in contrast to the professed and official views of their 
denominations. The individual’s Christian witness in terms of moral- 
ity is largely frustrated. {| This failure stems from the deeper failure 
in Christian fellowship and corporate nurture. The typical layman’s 
fellowship with other Christians as such has grown thin—an hour of 
worship, occasionally a sociable brotherhood meeting or an affable 
supper in fellowship hall, and perhaps the rudiments of religious edu- 
cation. He has no sense of corporate discipline—it has not cost to 
join and does not create tensions to remain. He has not probed the 
issues of Christian conscience with other Christians or sought to bring 
theology to bear on the decisions of his daily life. He does not sense 
that these churchgoers are his ultimate companions in a deeper way 
than his business or leisure-time associates whose relation to God he 
does not know. The church is simply one grouping among many 
instead of the integrative center of his life’s activity—FREDERICK K. 
WeENt1z in The Times Test the Church, from a chapter on “Is Protes- 
tantism Moulding America?” just published by Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia. (Editorial, page 8.) 











Letters to the Editors 





Distractions, Great Demands Cause Illness 





Ministers and Breakdowns 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In the October 1 issue of THE OUTLOOK, 
on the bottom of page 8, there was a 
quotation from a book called The Spirit 
of St. Francois by Jean Pierre Camus. 
I was really amazed by what was said! 

In a recent issue of Life magazine, there 
was a lengthy article about the rising 
rate of mental illness among ministers 
in our country. We all know that there 
must be a cause for this mental illness, 
and I believe the cause to be just this 
very idea which Jean Pierre Camus ex- 
presses, and which was quoted in THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

I have a great sympathy for ministers 
today, because people have a tendency to 
forget that ministers are human beings, 
too, with human limitations and weak- 
nesses. I was happy to know that there 
are men so dedicated to God that they 
would complain because of many “great 
distractions.” To the question, “But is 
any occupation really distracting, save 
those which separate us from God?” I 
would say, “Yes, there is a point where 
so much time and thought is required 
about details of organization, or such a 
heavy schedule of meetings etc., until even 
a minister does not have enough time to 
give to spiritual communion with God.” 

Jesus himself found it necessary to dis- 
miss the people, and even his disciples, 
and go into the mountain, or a place 
apart, to pray. If Jesus needed and wanted 
time alone with God, how much more do 
we weak humans need it! 


Camus says that only sin can separate 
us from God. If by sin he means only 
willful disobedience, he is mistaken. Sin 
also ingludes “missing the mark” or error, 
and it is indeed error when we let those 
MEANS of serving God become an end in 
themselves. The emphasis which Camus 
put upon service was justified in a day 
when most religious leaders were in mon- 
asteries, but today, when our ministers 
are giving so much of themselves, and 
we continue to overwhelm them with so 
many “active duties,” the emphasis is in 
the wrong place. 

These dedicated people have every right 
to complain of “great distractions,’ and 
my deep sympathy is with them. We have 
no right to put such a stumbling block in 
their way, and the rise in mental illness 
among the clergy is proof that that is just 
what we are doing. 

Naturally, our ministers are not going 
to feel free to tell us of our Christian 
duty to them, and we laymen are going 
to have to awaken to the fact that we do 
have a Christian duty to our religious 
leaders. We are going to have to stop 
demanding so much of them in the way 
of active duties, and give them their 
rightful and needful time alone with God. 

MARTHA (Mrs. J. M.) Lestre. 
Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Where Are the DCEs? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Attempts are being made to correct the 
Association Roll of the Directors of Chris- 
tian Education serving in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S. (see #7 below), but 
they move so fast that it is impossible to 
keep the list up-to-date. 


Will readers of this request please help 
by sending information to the under- 
signed? 

We have the name and address IF their 
names have been listed correctly in: 

1. The 1956 Assembly’s Minutes; 

2. THE OUTLOOK; 

3. The Regional Directors’ mailing 
list; or 

If they attended the 1956 DCE con- 
ference in Montreat. 

We want corrected information IF: 

1. A name is not listed correctly in 
the 1956 Assembly Minutes; 

2. A DCE has resigned recently and 
is no longer serving as a DCE; 

3. If a DCE has recently joined the 
staff of some church, presbytery or synod 
as a DCE. 

Those included on the DCE roll are: 

1. Full-time DCEs (including youth 
and children’s workers)—-NOT teachers 
of children in weekday kindergartens un- 
less they also serve as DCEs; 

2. Workers with children in homes— 
IF they serve as DCEs; 

3. Part-time DCEs who do Christian 
education work along with music and sec- 
retarial work—NOT choir directors or 
church assistants; 

4. Ministers of Education—but not 
pastor’s assistants who do not do Chris- 
tian education work. 

5. DCEs who serve a church and also 
work as student workers in a local college 
—but not full-time student workers of col- 
leges and universities (NOT professors 
of Bible or religion or teachers of Bible 
in public schools) ; 

6. Regional Assistants, area workers 
in presbytery or synods, if they do DCE 
work, but not if they are full-time secre- 
taries; 

7. Associate Reformed and Presbyte- 
rian, USA, directors are carried if they are 
on the Presbyterian, U. S., Regional Di- 
rectors’ mailing lists. 

Information should be sent to the Re- 
gional Directors but it will be appreciated 
if an extra carbon is included for the 
membership chairman of the DCE Asso- 
ciation, the undersigned. 

ISABEL Ross, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, Miss. 


Columbia Seminary Matter 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I want to express my appreciation to 
your staff for your honest and positive 
dealing with problems that exist within 
the church. Your paper serves not only 
the U.S. Church, but the whole Presby- 
terian fellowship. I was thrilled to read 
your article “A Seminary Withstands Its 
Critics” (Sept. 24). It is good to see a 
board take a look at itself when not legally 
required to do so, do so in a Christian 
spirit, and stand up to its opposition. 

As a child I lived in Alabama, and I 
think I understand a little of some of the 
problems of the South today, and the sin 
on both sides of the basic problems. Maybe 
that is the reason I appreciate your paper 
so much. 

KENNETH L. STAFFORD. 
Fresno, Calif. 





... I cannot, as a loyal alumnus of Co- 
lumbia, refrain from expressing my very 
deep regret that you found it necesary in 


your Sept. 24 issue to spend three pages 
informing the world needlessly of the re- 
cent tribulations caused at Columbia by 
what I too believe to be extremists. The 
fact that the seminary’s staff was cleared 
by the directors does not detract from the 
fact that the good of the church would 
have been much better served if the mat- 
ter had been left under the scrutiny of 
the Board of Directors and them alone. 

CLARENCE G, DURHAM. 
Edinburgh, Scotland 


Stevenson’s Pastor 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I want to thank you very much for your 
exceedingly well done editorial in your 
October 1 issue entitled “Presbyterian 
Candidates.” 

I have to answer quite a number of let- 
ters regarding Mr. Stevenson’s church af- 
filiation and intend to send future cor- 
respondents copies of the editorial. ... 

Rosert G. ANDRUS. 
Lake Forest, IIl. 


What Did Garibaldi Say? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In your issue of October 1, 1956, Mr. 
Kirby Page quotes from an unknown 
source the oft-quoted phrase of Garibaldi 
which includes the words: “I offer hun- 
ger, thirst, forced marches, battles and 
death.” 

It is one of my favorite quotations but 
I have never been able to find the source. 
If Mr. Page or you or any of your cor- 
respondents can trace this to an authentic 
source ...I shall be very grateful. 

New York. 





USA Pastors Now Get 
$5,450 Average Salary 


The average salary of ministers serv- 
ing as pastors of churches of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, is $5,405 per year, 
according to statistics released by the 
Board of Pensions of the church in Phil- 
adelphia. 

The Board’s figure is based on a cal- 
culation including cash salary plus manse 
allowance, which is 15 per cent of the 
total. The average cash salary is $4,700 
per year. 

Ministers serving as chaplains, for- 
eign missionaries, administrative and 
staff officers of the boards and agencies 
of the church, and teachers, are not in- 
cluded in the tabulation. 

The number of ministers serving as 
pastors of churches is 5,782, the total 
number of ministers 10,131. Eliminat- 
ing the number of ministers who are 
retired, there remain approximately 70 
per cent serving as pastors. 

Synods paying largest salaries are: 
Michigan $6,352, Baltimore $5,870, Il- 
linois $5,734, Missouri $5,718, and Ohio 
$5,675. 

The average salary of pastors in 1956 
has increased 49 per cent over the aver- 
age for 1948, or an increase of about 
six per cent a year. The 1956 average 
is 10 per cent higher than the average 
for 1954, implying that the rate of in- 
crease has been reduced. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Tel- 
ephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 25¢a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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George MacLeod to Be 
Scotland Moderator 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—George Fielden 
MacLeod, founder and leader of the Iona 
Community and a churchman of inter- 
national repute, has been unanimously 
nominated Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland for 
1957. 

The announcement of his nomination 
was made by the Very Rev. Ernest D. 
Jarvis after a committee of ex-Modera- 
tors and a minister and elder from every 
presbytery of the church met here. 

Dr. MacLeod will succeed R. F. V. 
Scott of St. Columba’s church in London, 
the first minister of an English presbytery 
ever to be named Moderator. 


In the Family 


Born in Glasgow 61 years ago, Dr. 
MacLeod is a descendant of a long line, 
of Scottish preachers. His grandfather 
and great-grandfather were both Modera- 
tors of the General Assembly. He is a 
hereditary baronet and since 1954 has 
been serving as chaplain to the Queen in 
Scotland. 

The Iona Community, which Dr. Mac- 
Leod founded in 1938, is a “laboratory 
of Christian living” where for three 
months each summer a small group of 
laymen and ministers join forces to prove 
the practical value of working and wor- 
shipping together. It is located on the 
island of Iona, where St. Columba landed 
in 563 and laid the foundations of a mon- 
astery which became a famous center of 
Celtic Christianity. 


Controversial Causes 


One of the most dynamic personalities 
in the Church of Scotland, Dr. MacLeod 
has achieved fame both in this country 
and abroad as a preacher, social worker 
and pleader of controversial causes. His 
biggest triumph came in 1951 when the 
Iona Community was formally integrated 
into the framework of the church. Last 
summer, he saw this major enterprise of 
his life officially recognized by the Queen 
when she paid a visit to Iona. 

Dr. MacLeod served as a captain in 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
during World War I. After his ordina- 
tion he was sent to preach to lumberjacks 
in British Columbia. On his return to 
Scotland, he became an assistant at Edin- 
burgh’s most fashionable church—St. 
Giles Cathedral—and later was made 
pastor of a church in the slum area of 
Glasgow. 


The “Boom’ 


Does the current “boom” in religion 
in America have real significance? 

This question was put to a number of 
well known ministers and laymen across 
the country and their replies appear in 
a copyrighted story in the National Coun- 
cil Outlook. Among the replies were 
these: 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER—“The new 
national figures on church membership 
and benevolence are impressive. It is 
heartening to see so many Americans sup- 
porting the faith which lies at the bedrock 
of our society. 

“A growing concern for religion gives 
hope that our concern for the welfare, the 
freedom and the dignity of our fellowmen 
in America and around the world is also 
growing.” 

ADLAI E. STEVENSON—“The increas- 
ing numbers of Americans who are joining 
religious groups demonstrate the deep cur- 
rents of faith that are flowing in our time. 
No human explanation can fully account 
for the profound, inward and mysterious 
working of the spirit of God, but it is 
clear that, amid the tragic world events 
of recent history, anti-religious philoso- 
phies have lost much of their appeal. 
Material wealth and worldly creeds have 
not satisfied the hunger of the soul. 

“This interest in religion provides, as 
the General Board of the National Council 
of Churches has said, a great opportunity 
for this to become an age of faith. It is 
the hope of millions of Americans that 
our religion will not exhaust itself in the 
external and superficial, but that it will 
become a mature and responsible faith 
of heart, mind, and soul. 

“It is our hope, that this new religious 
interest will not make us self-righteous, 
but that it will make us aware of our 
limitations and of our need. The test of 
a religious revival lies in what it produces 
in uprightness of personal life and justice 
in society. 

“The struggle to make the religion of 
our lips into the religion of our heart is 
never-ending, and we must continue that 
struggle in the midst of this great and 
encouraging outpouring of religious inter- 
est in America today.” 


‘in Religion 


LISTON POPE, New Haven, Conn., dean 
of Yale Divinity School—“There is no 
great religious revival in America, and 
probably will not be in the accepted sense, 
which is the 19th century sense. But there 
is a great revival of interest... . Religion 
has a better hearing, and less open oppo- 
sition, than at any time in this century. 
By the same token, ideals are rebuilding, 
moral ideals and religious ideals. ... (But) 
preoccupation with the condition of the 
churches and the extension of church 
membership . . . should not be allowed 
to obscure the present state of the world 
and its need for a redemptive gospel. 
There could be little debate over the prop- 
osition that the world stands at the pres- 
ent time in one of its most critical mo- 
ments. At this time of the greatest need, 
the influence of religion on human affairs 
appears to be indirect, and all told, rather 
minimal. Even in the United States re- 
ligious convictions make little discernible 
difference in American policies. ... Re- 
ligion has helped to keep alive idealism 
with regard to world order ... but the 
great decisions are made largely within 
the context of power considerations and 
conflicting secular ideologies. .. .1 Yor have 
the religious agencies been of very much 
importance in bridging over the gaps 
between economic classes and _ racial 
groups; indeed the churches and other 
Christian bodies have largely adapted 
themselves to these divisions. ... Even 
with respect to the values by which men 
live and judge their social institutions, 
religious forces for the most part have 
been relegated to the sidelines and secular 
values are elevated to positions of supreme 
importance.” 


NATHAN M. PUSEY, President of Har- 
vard University—“Within the university 
world the indifference long accorded to re- 
ligion ... has been giving way. So largely 
has the hostility sometimes latterly visited 
upon religion, especially perhaps Chris- 
tianity. ...A shift is coming. If it was 
only yesterday that theology was simply 
‘tolerated’ within universities as a harm- 
less survival from an earlier day ... today 
it is almost universally acknowleged that 
the study of religion rightfully belongs, 
and that this is so because religion’s con- 
cerns make valid claims upon us all.” 


UP-USAQ&A 


United Presbyterians, in their efforts 
to ratify their General Assembly’s ap- 
proval of union with Presbyterians, USA, 
are carrying the case to the rank-and-file 
of their membership. 

Although only a majority of the total 
vote cast in the presbyteries is needed, 
organized opposition has come into the 
picture and is working to defeat the an- 
ticipated step (OvTLOoK, Aug. 28, Oct. 


8). 


One of the later pieces of literature of 
the proponents of union is in the form of 
“Questions and Answers” and is spon- 
sored by a number of leading laymen, 
with William H. Neely of Pittsburgh, 
chairman. 


Wait for SPs? 


One question: “Should we wait for 
the Southern Presbyterians ?” 


“Answer: Definitely not. 


The South 








is engaged in a sociological problem with 
deep emotional implications which will 
probably engage it for at least another 
decade. Many Southern Presbyterians 
have urged us to go ahead, believing that 
this would give them their best talking 
point: ‘See how well the United Pres- 
byterians are getting along in this mer- 
ger! Why should we Southern Presby- 
terians hold back?’ ” 

Among the other questions and answers 
are these: 

“QO: Are United Presbyterians, in 
Christian life and conduct, superior to 
USA Presbyterians ? 

“A: No.... Perhaps the more impor- 
tant question, in considering Christian 


behavior, is to ask what Presbyterians 
think of us. Have we always been as 
Christian as we ought to be in our deal- 
ings with them? 

“QO: Who is leading the way in merg- 
ing with other denominations ? 

“A: It is the lay people. They unite 
with the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
without a thought as to any difference. 
They are in truth ‘jerking the rug from 
under denominationalism.’ They are eras- 
ing the boundaries that separate us. This 
movement is truly a grass-roots move- 
ment. In fact, many of our newer U. P. 
churches have few if any former U. P.s 
in their membership, and are really 
achieving church union on the local level. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: David 
Alexander Bowles, now of the First church, 
Vidalia, Ga., and Robert P. Davis, Presby- 
terian, U. S., director of camps and confer- 
ences. 


HEALED BY THE ELDERS 
Why aren’t people raised from the 
dead in these times as they were in the 
Bible days? Why aren’t people healed 
in their sick beds by the elders of the 
church today? 


Davis: I’m not quite sure why people 
aren’t raised from the dead today as they 
were in Scriptural times. Frankly, I don’t 
thing it is necessary to have them raised 
from the dead. The more pertinent prob- 
lem is, “Why are not the people healed 
in their sick beds by the elders as they 
were in the Scriptural times?” For one 
thing, we may not have the same close 
relationship with God that those men 
had. Another thing, our faith sometimes 
is very weak. There has been a day, in 
our denomination particularly and large- 
ly in the whole Christian church, when 
we did not believe in faith healing or 
healing by prayer. There is decided 
growth in a movement to believe in heal- 
ing by prayer. There is a great deal 
more practice in healing than there has 
been. We recognize that in lack of prayer 
a great deal of the greatest power of the 
church is being lost, and maybe as we 
come back to prayer more power wil? 
come to the church. On the other hand, 
I have seen people who have thought 
definitely they were cured by prayer, but, 
though the dread disease was arrested 
for a while, it eventually took them. The 
important thing to me is not that people 
should be raised from the dead, or that 
they should be cured on their beds of 
pain, but, as in an instance of my own 
case when I was in the depths of despair 
over sickness, that a man’s faith should 
be strengthened. When someone said he 


4 


was praying for my cure, I said, “Don’t 
pray for my cure as much as pray for 
my faith. That’s what I need for this 
life.” 


GOD AND SUFFERING 


How do you reconcile the goodness 
and mercy of God with the fact that 
numerous babies and children have 
been burned to death in recent fires? 


BowLes: ‘This does express a phase 
of the perennial problem of suffering. 
Let me say quite frankly, I do not believe 
that there can be an answer that will 
satisfy the mind of man, although in the 
infinity of God his goodness and mercy 
can be reconciled with suffering. 

Let me say three things: 

(1) First, we cannot base everything 
which we see or which takes place in the 
world on the goodness and mercy of God. 
We cannot explain why numerous babies 
and children are being burned to death. 
That would be futile. The goodness and 
mercy of God are clearly revealed in the 
Incarnation. In the strength of it, fol- 
lowed by the Resurrection, we were meant 
to face the trials and difficulties of life. 

(2) Secondly, the world, created and 
ordered by God, functions according to 
the fixed patterns of natural law. Any 
violation on the part of living creatures, 
either consciously or unconsciously, quite 
frequently results in suffering and some- 
times death. Fire is a valuable aid in 
the life of man. It provides light and 
heat. Yet, a person subjected to suffi- 
ciently intense heat over a period of time 
will die. 

(3) And last, I am reminded of the 
words of Paul, “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God.” Not necessarily for comfort and 
pleasure, but for good. Not necessarily 
for what man sees as good, but for what 
God sees to be good in view of his eternal 
purposes. Some experiences, in them- 
selves or operating singly, may be harm- 
ful; but good and ill work together for 
good to them that love God. 


Also, many, many responsible leaders 
among the clergy favor the union. 


Ordaining Women 

“QO: Why are many U. P. leaders not 
worried about the question of ordaining 
women as elders and ministers? 

“A: Because they believe that from 
the days of Lydia and Priscilla Christian 
women have enriched the faith and life 
of the church. Also, because they believe 
that the crucial question here is not what 
Paul said about women keeping quiet in 
the church. . . . The central question here 
is a principle which the Holy Spirit set 
forth through his servant Paul when he 
wrote that in Christ “there is . . . neither 
male nor female . . .” (Gal. 3:28). ... 
For a quarter of a century the Presby- 
terians have used women as elders and 
it has been a Godsend especially in small 
places where qualified men were not 
available. It should be said that no con- 
gregation is compelled to have women 
elders, unless it desires to do so by its 
own action and vote. Furthermore no 
congregation is compelled to call an or- 
dained woman minister unless that should 
be the desire of the people. 

“O: Has the United Presbyterian 
Church a tradition in favor of mergers? 

“A: We United Presbyterians can 
learn a lesson from history, for we are 
already the product of two unions in 


"America, one in 1782, and the other in 


1858. Our united church has been blessed 
by healthy, spiritual growth, while the 
splinter groups that stayed out of one or 
both of those previous unions, and who 
supposed that they were saving their con- 
servative witness, have gradually dwin- 
dled almost to extinction. 

“O; Will the cause of missions, evan- 
gelism and stewardship be hurt or helped 
by this proposed. merger ? 

“A: The cause of Christ should be 
advanced, with new nationwide and 
worldwide horizons of opportunity in a 
united church. There was a great spurt 
of new interest and an expansion in mis- 
sions at home and abroad following our 
union of 1858. We may expect the same 
kind of thing to happen again. 


What Changes? 


“QO: What basic changes would this 
merger bring about in the life of the 
average United Presbyterian? 

“A: Very little. Youth groups would 
find new and often nearer neighbors and 
co-workers; new conference grounds 
would be available, but union on the 
local level will be up to congregations. 
The less concrete changes implicit in 
merger would be the more important ones. 
This union should give us a deeper re- 
spect for, and appreciation of, the whole 
church of Jesus Christ. We should be 
proud to be members of a truly national 
church, knowing that no matter where 
in our country we might travel, or move 
our homes, we should find a congenial 
church home.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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REFORMATION DAY, 1956 


The Kingdom Ours Remaineth 


HE ANNUAL observance of an his- 

torical event of truly great impor- 
tance is not without a certain danger. 
Such an observance can become just a 
bow to the past, something akin to pay- 
ing an annual tribute. When the fes- 
tivity is over the deeper significance of 
the particular event commemorated, if 
grasped at all, might rapidly fade. Not 
necessarily so, however. 

Reformation Day finds Protestants the 
world over joining in a lusty singing of 
the classic chorale, ‘‘A mighty fortress is 
our God.” How we enjoy the stirring 
music. There is a danger, however, that 
the net result will be nothing more than 
the creation of a kind of artificial valor. 
It is one thing to laud and to glory in 
the courageous protesting of those who 
are removed from us by several centuries; 
it is another thing to live and work by 
the power of the mighty affirmations which 
flowered from the courage of their lives. 

When at or own services this year we 
sound the Amen to the hymn of the 
Reformation will we really attest that 
we believe, with heart and soul, that ‘‘the 
kingdom ours remaineth”? Or will we 
continue to tremble as we hear that the 
tramp of doom may be near to our very 
doors? It depends upon what personal 
use we wish to make of the spiritual 
values of a festive occasion. 


He Speaks 

The festival of the Reformation tells 
us again that God lives and rules and 
works, that he has spoken and that he 
sveaks. It holds forth the truth that God 
has revealed himself in many ways, and 
that in the fulness of time he revealed 
himself to man in the person of his own 
Son, Jesus Christ, true God and true 
man. This Jesus Christ came to redeem 
man, to give him new life, new destiny; 
through his transforming power we can 
become children of God, and our little 
lives can become living chapters of sacred 
history. Man becomes such a “new cre- 
ation,” not through his own merits and 
achievements; it is a gift of grace, through 
faith. These themes are not themes for 
only a single day on our church calendar. 
Basically these themes are so many mani- 
festations of the eternal gospel. The ob- 
servance of Reformation Day has vital 
importance only if we realize that the 
heritage of the Reformation is of a type 
that touches our lives every day, every 
moment. 

Perhaps Reformation Day has some- 
thing particularly pertinent to say to an 
DR. LAWSON is president of Upsula Col- 
lege, East Orange, N. J. 
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age which has seen so much of power— 
power of all kinds!—and which is con- 
stantly witnessing an unlocking of still 
further secrets in the realm of power. 
The tragedy of our age is that while we 
have learned how to split the atom we 
still have not learned how to unite human 
hearts. 

In this day of confusion we need souls 
who will not be overcome by the din and 
noise of the world, but who hear and 
obey the Eternal Word. Our times call 
out for souls who constantly affirm that 
the Power for us is greater than all the 
powers arrayed against us, who confi- 
dently confess that though the earth 
knows change and trouble, yet “God is 
in the midst of her,” and he is our 
eternal refuge and hope. 

Read where we will in the writings 
coming out of the Reformation movement, 
very soon we will be stirred by the hymns 
of hope and the chorus of confidence 
which welled forth in that new day of 
human history. One of Luther’s earliest 
hymns bore the significant title, “A brave 
new song we sing aloud.” It breathes 
a rugged faith. We would do well today 
to pray God for a renewal of that bold- 
ness of spirit for our own lives. 


What Is Man? 


The message of Reformation Day has 
something to tell us relative to our basic 
conception of man, and of individual 
life. How the pendulum swings through 
the ages. One age will emphasize the 
bestial nature of man, dwelling cease- 
lessly upon his degradation while another 
age will glory in placing human kind on 
a high pedestal, tending to exalt the 
mortal. One age makes man out to be a 
devil; another hails him as a deity. 

Our own age has heard a babel of 
voices in this regard. We have heard 
much from the cultural optimists, who 
herald the innate goodness of man, who 
believe that with training and enlight- 
ment, with intelligence and altruism, man 
can usher in his own kingdom of God. 
Those voices, however, have grown faint- 
er in recent years, toned down by a real- 
ization of grim realities which appear on 
every hand. We are by no means as con- 
fident of our own powers today as we 
were a few decades ago. The estimate 
of self has grown saner; the estimate of 
evil has become more realistic. 

Our own age, on the other hand, con- 
tinues to hear voices of cynicism, not 
least through modern literature. Presen- 
tations of the evil and perversity of 
human nature, either on the printed page, 


on stage or screen, never fail to attract 
readers or spectators. But is the picture 
of man, as there presented, valid and 
true? Is man no higher than the beast 
of the field? If cultural optimism has 
been weak-eyed in sensing the dimension 
of evil, modern cynicism is guilty of 
creating frightening distortion. 

The reformers did not hesitate to por- 
tray the low estate of man, realistically. 
He is lost and condemned, they empha- 
sized. Yet, wonder of wonders, God loves 
the sinner, and through history’s greatest 
drama worked out man’s salvation. Man 
is created in the image of the living God, 
and man is worth saving. The same 
Luther who could thunder away in deal- 
ing with human wickedness could also 
write sublime words in his Treatise on 
Christian Liberty to the effect that each 
of us “should become as it were a Christ 
to the other.” He rejoiced to portray the 
high estate of man, made _ possible 
through the forgiveness of sins, freely 
granted by the Christ who is the Victor 
over evil and the Redeemer of men. 

That man as a spiritual being needs 
constant spiritual nourishment if he is 
to live and develop is also brought home 
to us through the Reformation emphasis. 
And the reformers knew that the Holy 
Scriptures, through which the Eternal 
Word was spoken, furnished the well- 
spring above all others for guidance and 
light, for power and new life. 


A New Dawn 


Few chapters of church history are 
more interesting and inspiring than those 
which tell of the new dawn which came 
to peoples and nations when the Word 
of God was made available to them for 
the first time in their own tongue. Pos- 
sessed with a holy zeal the reformers 
pressed on to accomplish their holy pur- 
pose, though at times faced with almost 
insuperable difficulties. Their names 
live in the literary history of their re- 
spective lands for what they gave their 
people in the written and printed word; 
their names loom large in sacred history 
for the transformation of life which their 
efforts became instruments in accom- 
plishing. 

In connection with this, how glorious 
the advances made in our own times with 
regard to the Holy Scriptures. Progress 
in linguistic science, the papyri finds 
neath the sands of Egypt, the laborious 
researches of the biblical scholars, con- 
certed and patient efforts in the field of 
translation, not to mention the great ac- 
complishments of Bible societies and pub- 
lishing houses, have brought about the 
possibility of a new day. — 








The word possibility is used advisedly ; 
the new and more excellent translations 
which we have today will mean nothing 
unless they are allowed to make their way 
from the dusty shelf to the individual’s 
heart and life. The reformers burned with 
zeal not only to make new renderings of 
the ancient Scripture; they were also 
eager that the pages resulting from their 
efforts should be made available to the 
common man, and be used by him, for 
the furtherance of his spiritual life. 


Home and Congregations 

There is an emphasis on the meaning 
of the home and of the local congregation, 
coming out of the Reformation period, 
which is interesting and salutary. A man’s 
knowledge of God, the reformers con- 
tended, was not conditional upon the 
meditations of others, nor upon excur- 
sions abroad. In the common ordinary 
home the housefather was to be the spirit- 
ual leader for his loved ones; there the 
Word of God was to be shared; there 
the young were to be instructed through 
the pages of the catechism, designed as 
a summary of the Christian faith. Chris- 
tian education was to begin right by the 
family hearth. Christian faith was to be 
nurtured by the means of grace entrusted 
to the pastor of the local parish. Strength 
would be gained in the Christian fellow- 
ship in whatever locality one was resi- 
dent. True, they confessed that they 
believed in one, universal church—but 
the local fellowship was a living organ- 
ism within the larger organism. There 
souls were to be nourished, and built up 
in the holy faith. The individual soul, 
and its personal relationship to God, 
outweighed in importance an ecclesias- 
tical organization or hierarchy, no matter 
how impressive and mighty the latter 
might be. 

“Neither angel nor pope can give you 
as much as God gives you in your parish- 
church,” wrote the great reformer in An 
Open Letter to the Christian Nobility, 
and he advised that “every man stay in 
his own parish, where he finds more than 
in all the shrines of pilgrimage.” 

Perhaps many of our modern church- 
folk would profit by reading and heed- 
ing those words of Luther. In a day 
when there appears to be much glorying 
in the organizational aspects of church 
life, when we are convention-ridden, 
when programs and projects occupy most 
of our time, when we are in danger of 
being “statisticated” to death, probably 
we need to remind ourselves that nothing 
can take the place of the local congrega- 
tion and its sacred ministry. If it is 
true, as one writer has suggested, that the 
mimeographed crank has displaced the 
shepherd’s staff as the symbol of the 
pastor’s office, then we are indeed in dan- 
ger of serious loss. Souls are not re- 
vived by an organizational structure. 
Lives are not changed by gadgetry. The 
soul, to be changed, must be quickened 


by the Eternal Word, the saving knowl- 
edge which comes from God. The crown- 
ing glory of the local congregation is 
that it serves that sacred mission. 

2. @ 

Nation has risen against nation, people 
against people, in these years of our own 
lives. Our world is sundered and di- 
vided. Though darkness encompasses 
the world, and though the tramp of doom 
may be heard at our doors, yet the stars 
of an eternal hope still shine. In history’s 
most desperate hours we have a mission 
in faithfully proclaiming our hope, 
even when we may not know what im- 
mediate steps can or must be taken for 
the realization of that hope. 

They Sang 

It happened on a crisp autumn even- 
ing in Stockholm, at the time of the first 
threats of the Russian invasion of Fin- 
land. Representative of the governments 
of Finland, Norway, and Denmark were 


guests in Sweden’s capital city. Groups 
of people from the four nations were 
gathered by the royal palace, and here 
and there they joined in singing their 
national songs and anthems. Suddenly 
someone began to sing “A Mighty For- 
tress Is Our God.” The mighty chorus 
swelled, each group singing the same 
mighty hymn in its own language. Sev- 
eral nationalities represented, several 
languages used—but there was a common 
faith and hope, a united anthem in praise 
of the King of kings, and the Lord of 
lords. 


Through fair days and dark, we of the 
Christian faith must continue to hope, 
and pray, and work to extend that King- 
dom which is above every earthly realm. 
And we must carry on that spiritual ac- 
tivity with a song in our hearts, with a 
happy and confident spirit, knowing that 
the God of hosts is with us. The King- 
dom ours remaineth, 


ECUMENICAL CONVERSATION 10 


Worship in the One Spirit 


The first step 

Virtually all Christians now recognize 
the existence of a spiritual unity which 
cuts across the official boundaries of pres- 
ent day churches. The delegates at Lund, 
for example, agreed that “We worship 
one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
the Triune God, by whose Spirit all true 
worship is inspired and unto whom all 
Christian worship is offered.” It is im- 
portant, therefore, to think clearly about 
the nature of this spiritual unity. 

“The New Testament concept of unity 
is not separatism nor organizationism. 
This is apparent from the fact that the 
Holy Spirit binds all believers together. If 
mere organizational union dethrones the 
centrality of the Spirit among believers, no 
less does separatism. .. . Both sectarian 
schism and super-church schematization 
are kindled by false fires. The Spirit’s 
indwelling places the believer in an in- 
ternal relation of spiritual oneness with 
every other believer. Dissolution of this 
bond, through dissension and party-spirit, 
is a sin against the Holy Spirit.” (Carl 
F. H. Henry) 

Discussion: What do we mean by 
“spiritual unity”? Is it merely the pres- 
ence of certain feelings: tolerance, benev- 
olence, mutual appreciation? Is it com- 
parable to the group spirit which may 
be found on a college campus, in an army 
regiment, at a Republican rally, among 
members of a White Citizen’s Council ? 
What distinguishes oneness in the Holy 
Spirit from other kinds of spiritual ex- 
citement or social solidarity? Does one- 
ness in the Holy Spirit remain “an in- 
ternal relation” only, or does it seek 
expression in collective action and in 
visible structures ? 


The second step 
Every Christian community expresses 


its spiritual unity in corporate worship. 
Yet we are all bound by the Spirit to 
Christians from whom the forms and 
nxabits of worship separate us. “Dis- 
unity is as manifest in the different ways 
of worship as in disagreement concern- 
ing doctrines and institutions. Indeed it 
is at this point that disunity becomes ex- 
plicit and the sense of separation most 
acute.” (Lund Report) 

“The real difficulty is between churches 
having a set liturgy and those allowing 
more freedom to the individual minister. 
... There is a place and value for both. 
On the one hand form helps to maintain 
and hand on the heritage of belief and 
devotion. On the other hand there are 
times when much greater freedom is both 
desired and desirable. In both, of 
course, it is all, in the end, the work of 
the Holy Spirit.” (Lund Report) 

Discussion: Does the group as a whole 
agree with this statement? Is worship 
the point where the sense of separation is 
acute? What exactly are the difficulties 
with “a set liturgy”? With “allowing 
freedom to the individual minister” ? Can 
the Holy Spirit be equally at work in 
(or absent from) both ordered worship 
and spontaneous flexibility? (cf. I Cor. 
12-14) How do our own habits of prayer 
make obscure to us the Spirit’s activity 
in the habits of other churches? 


The third step 


When Christians take seriously the 
unities and the disunities which appear 
in differing ways of worship, they begin 
insistently to ask what can be done in a 
practical way to overcome the acute sense 
of separation. Here is one set of an- 
swers : 

a. “The cultivation of a sympathetic 

and reverent attitude by Christian 
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people towards all forms of wor- 
ship, both ‘liturgical’ and ‘non- 
liturgical,’ in which God confronts 
men. 

b. “Detailed scrutiny of the grounds 
upon which the worship of each 
communion is based, and in this 
light the reexamination of its atti- 
tudes to that of others. 

c. “Reflection on the question: How 
far does the fact that there are 
varieties in forms of worship within 
the same communions make it pos- 
sible to conceive of a similar rich 
diversity within a united church? 

d. “The holding of inter-confessional 
retreats, conferences, etc., for the 
study and practice of ways of wor- 
ship, and of the spiritual life. 

e. “The inclusion in the teaching of 
worship within each communion of 
opportunities to attend the worship 
of other traditions .. .”» (Lund Re- 
port). 

Discussion: Which of these sugges- 
tions is best adapted to your locality? 
Can the conversation group initiate steps 
of this sort? Should it perhaps spend 
more of its own time and energy in a 
corporate worship in which different tra- 
ditions are followed? What other sug- 
gestions may be made? For example, 
should prayer for the wholeness and one- 
ness of the church become an important 
item in the regular worship of every com- 
munion ? 


Readings 
Bonhéffer; Mackay; Lund Report, Ch. 
4; Lund Commission, Ways of Wor- 


ship. 


Projects 


The group should be invited to suggest 
a project, either in the form of arranging 
an inter-confessional retreat where a 
wider circle of Christians could experi- 
ence a greater diversity in worship or in 
the form of continued studies of ways of 
worship. 

—From EcUMENICAL CONVERSATIONS, 
published by the World Council of 
Churches, 156 5th Ave., NYC 10; 50¢ per 
copy. Destined for use by study groups 
in churches and communities. 





Changing your address? 


2 or 3 weeks 


—is not too much in advance 
to let us know about this fact. 
Less time may not be enough to 
avoid missing copies of THE 
OUTLOOK. 
BUT—when you send your ad- 
dress be sure to do two (2) 
things: 

(1) Give your old address; 

(2) Give the new one, includ- 
ing street and zone numbers. 

The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 











OCTOBER 29, 1956 


The New Toynbee Book: “Brilliant” 


AN HISTORIAN’S APPROACH TO RE- 
LIGION. By Arnold Toynbee. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York. 318 pp., $5. 

Criticism of this latest work of the dis- 
tinguished historian, Arnold Toynbee, 
has come from a variety of sources—from 
humanists, among others, who scoff at 
his insistence that religion alone can save 
our civilization; from Jews, who resent 
the author’s dismissal of Judaism as 
“archaic”; and from Christians, who 
grieve that he avers that every religion, 
including Christianity, must abandon all 
claims of exclusiveness. 

Professor Toynbee holds that all re- 
ligions have worshipped one of three ob- 
jects: Nature, Man himself, and an 
Absolute Reality which is in them and 
at the same time beyond them. 

The worship of Nature, he holds, is 
the oldest and most deeply rooted of the 
three religions or spiritual paths that 
have competed for the allegiance of civ- 
ilized men, and elements of this nature 
worship survive in an age in which man’s 
official object of worship is either him- 
self or God. 

The worship of Nature, per se, how- 
ever, was succeeded in all early civiliza- 
tions by the worship of man himself: 
either the idolization of collective human 
power as organized in a parochial com- 
munity or a universal state; or the idoli- 
zation of individual (philosophic) self- 
sufficiency. 

The failure of man-worship (which 
encourages self-centeredness) in all its 
forms opens the way for the worship of 
a God who is Love as well as Power, 
and who is not a deification either of 
Humanity or of Non-Human Nature, but 
is rather the deliverance of man from 
the evil of self-centeredness to which 
every creature is prone. 


In the author’s judgment, the higher 
religions are not the product of their 
social milieu, though an examination of 
their social milieus helps to explain their 
nature; “the events that produce them 
are encounters between human beings 
and the Absolute Reality that is in and at 
the same time beyond all the phenomena 
of Existence, Life and History.” Ac- 
cording to Professor Toynbee, Mahayana 
Buddhism and Christianity are the 
world’s two highest religions, both being 
approaches to the same Absolute Reality. 
“On the Christian-Mahayanian road,” 
says Toynbee, “the significance” of the 
universe “can be found in self-sacrifice 
for the sake of other living beings and 
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for the sake of a Supreme Being who is 
the center of the Universe because he is 
Love as well as Power.” 

There follows a series of chapters in 
which the author portrays the decline 
of the higher religions, and particularly 
Christianity, as seen in their diversion 
to alien mundane tasks (by Constantine 
and his successors), in the translation of 
the gospel out of the prophetic poetic 
medium of expression into the philoso- 
pher’s scientific medium (Christian the- 
ology in terms of Greek metaphysics), 
and in the idolization of religious insti- 
tutions, seen particularly in “the higher 
religions’ identical and therefore incom- 
patible claim to be a unique and final 
revelation of the Absolute Being.” 

The West’s rejection of its Christian 
heritage comes as the result of a series 
of shocks, beginning in the late Middle 
Ages and culminating in the Wars of 
Religion following the Protestant Re- 
formation, which led increasing numbers 
of men to turn away from religion as 
inimical to human welfare. Modern 
technology, which replaced religion as 
the paramount interest and pursuit of 
the leading spirits in Western society, 
has given rise to new and very danger- 
ous forms of man-worship, which have 
now largely overspread the world. 

Professor Toynbee believes that only 
a return to religion, the worship of Ab- 
solute Reality as Sacrificial Love, can 
save or really rebuild our shattered so- 
ciety. But no one historic religion can 
claim to be the one valid religion. We 
must disengage the essence from the 
non-essentials in mankind’s religious 
heritage, recognizing that all the higher 
religions (seven in number), but par- 
ticularly Christianity and Mahayna 
Buddhism, point to the Absolute Reality 
which no one of them completely reveals. 
“The missions of the higher religions 
are not competitive; they are comple- 
mentary. We can believe in our own 
religion without having to feel that it 
is the sole repository of truth.” 

This, in brief, is Toynbee’s thesis. 
Disappointment in some of the author’s 
conclusions should not prevent anyone 
from reading this noted historian’s bril- 
liant and provocative study of the role 
of religion in history. 
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EDITORIAL 


Better Informed Leaders 

Please read the challenging quotation 
on our cover and then return here for an 
inquiry and a suggested program of ac- 
tion... 

Are you concerned—perhaps troubled 
—by the situation which Mr. Wentz de- 
scribes—the fact that far too many earn- 
est people are more deeply influenced by 
secular groups to which they belong and 
by non-Christian forces than they are by 
the Christian message and mission? 

Are you sometimes exasperated that 
what everybody seems to know and under- 
stand is not known or understood at all by 
some of the people in your midst who 
are supposed to be leaders in Christian 
influence and responsibility ? 

It is no simple task, yet, with our 
Christian commitment it should be ex- 
pected that we will be willing to pay the 
price required to keep at least passably 
informed about some of the crucial issues 
of our church and of our time. 

Here, for example, is a man who at- 
tends a meeting of his presbytery (in the 
U. S. church) this fall. He has never 
been to presbytery before and the me- 
chanics of its operation are enough to 
befuddle him—the strange names and un- 
familiar routine. He receives a paper 
describing proposed changes in the 
church’s standards on the question of 
divorce and re-marriage. It is foreign 
to him. He has not read what he might 
have read on the subject and when it is 
all over he is not too sure what he has 
voted for. 

Then he faces the question about the 
ordination of women and this takes him 
by surprise. He hadn’t been thinking 
about it at all—what with all his sales 
promotions and campaigns. He just never 
has been in a group where the basic issues 
were discussed. So he makes up his mind 
on the basis of whether or not he would 
like to see his wife become an elder! 

Or, here comes the complex question 





about a church administration matter and 
he wishes he could hide. If he votes, he 
votes with the men around him because 
he just doesn’t understand the problem. 

This picture, to some extent, is widely 
applicable. In most cases these church 
leaders do not have as great responsibility 
as does the man who must vote on policies 
in presbytery or General Assembly but 
their opportunity is great enough. 

We are concerned about the issue. In 
fact, that is why we exist—to try to do 
something about such a widespread and 
common problem. 

We think we have a plan that will be 
useful in attacking it (much more com- 
prehensive than a subscription plan). 

Would you be interested in attempting 
to do something more adequate about it 
in your locality? If so, let us know and 
we will describe the project we have in 
mind. 

Or, do all the leading men and women 
in your church group thoroughly under- 
stand these issues that are facing Amer- 
ican churchmen ? 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Lutheran Flag. There was a conven- 
tion of United Lutherans in Harris- 
burg, Pa., and somebody thought it would 
be nice to welcome them by displaying 
the Lutheran flag under the American 
flag on the dome of the State Capitol. 
But lawyers for the Commonwealth began 
to wonder how this could lawfully be 
done, with the result that the flag was 
hauled down without any dishonor. Any 
organization bearing the name of Martin 
Luther should be the last to take any 
step in the direction of mixing church 
with state. History warns all of us to 
be scrupulously careful in guarding 
against any such admixture. 








Integration. A letter from an able 


Dr. Foreman’s Travels .. . 


and consecrated Brooklyn clergyman says 
that Presbyterians are ‘‘moving in the 
direction of integration.” Perhaps so, 
but at a snail’s pace. Even in the Na- 
tion’s capital it is a rare thing to see a 
Negro in a white church. This much 
must be said for Brooklyn: Among the 
very best players on the Dodgers baseball 
team are Jackie Robinson and Don New- 
comb, both Negroes. Perhaps baseball 
will yet lead Presbyterians toward inte- 
gration. 


Syria. Keep your eye on Syria, whose 
intense hatred of Israel is a potential 
threat to world peace. The hatred works 
in both directions. Meanwhile, Syria 
backs Egypt against England and France 
and Russia backs Syria. Uncle Sam is 
on the receiving end of much of the 
hatred because he played a part in find- 
ing a national home for the Jews, and 
because Uncle Sam is regarded not only 
as the chief exponent of capitalism but 
as a partner of the nations mainly re- 
sponsible for colonialism. 


Unwise Planning. Adequate facili- 
ties for Christian education are being 
sorely neglected in some church planning. 
I have in mind a beautiful new two- 
million-dollar church in the Midwest 
with gorgeous sanctuary but with such 
poor facilities for young people that one 
of the youth groups must meet in the 
ladies’ parlor. Some day we shall awake 
to the fact that suitable facilities for 
Christian education are more essential 
than extravagant sanctuaries. 


Robert Worth Frank. This column 
cannot let a great Christian statesman 
retire without a word of appreciation 
and a prayer. Dr. Frank, who has aptly 
been described as “‘a man of valiant faith, 
disciplined intelligence and warm hu- 
manity,” has made an enormous contri- 
bution to McCormick Seminary and to 
the cause of Christ. 


During his sabbatical leave from Louisville Seminary, Dr. Foreman is taking 


opportunity to visit Far Eastern lands. 
family in Korea where they are missionaries. 


this month and is now in Formosa. 
Manila and to Thailand. 


Then he hopes to visit and study in Europe 


and Germany (Berlin and Bonn). 


He spent some time with his son and 
He has completed a visit to Japan 


From there he goes to Hong Kong, then to 





Switzerland (Geneva and Basle) 


OvuTLOOK friends will be interested in his summary of his visit to the Interna- 
tional Christian University in Tokyo, with these telegraphic comments: 


«., Amazed at the progress out there, especially a fine library designed to serve 
the graduate school, enormous contrast with poverty-stricken libraries in many 


church schools.” 


In addition to articles previously published here, others based on his travels, 


already in hand, include: 


AN OPEN LETTER (on a situation faced in Japan) 


THERE IS NO WAY TO RAISE THE SALARY OF A MULE 
“THE HEATHEN IN HIS BLINDNESS” 
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CRUST OF THE EARTH 


By KENNETH 


“The Lord God formed man of dust 
from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life.”—Genesis 2:7. 


O ATTEMPT should be made to 

describe the Grand Canyon of the 
Colorado. All the words have been used 
up. Awe-inspiring, colossal, breath-tak- 
ing, tremendous, stupendous. .. . 

They are all true, but they do not con- 
vey the actual impression even the least 
impressionable receive when that amaz- 
ing chasm opens up, as it were, under 
one’s feet in the midst of the vast empty 
plain. Any little section of the Canyon 
would be a show-place anywhere. The 
eve cannot take it in, the mind refuses to 
believe it. One does not grow used to 
it in a few days. People who have been 
everywhere assure one that for sheer 
grandeur there is no match for it any- 
where on earth. 

This traveler had the feeling all the 
time that the sight is something not meant 
for man. And yet, man can understand 
the Canyon. It is nature’s textbook, 
spread out there on walls a mile high. 
This is the story of creation, this is how 
the crust of the earth was formed. Here 
also is the story of life on earth, down 
to the most primitive forms and then on 
down below those to rocks that were old 
when life began. The earth was not 
ready for man till all this was finished, 
the earth was empty of man till the story 
of the earth, still incomplete, had reached 
a certain chapter. 

Man is born of the dust; but of what 
is the dust born? The Canyon’s flaming 
walls give answer. 

There is another place not very far 
away where the traveler finds another 
story carved from the crust of the earth: 
Mesa Verde in southwest Colorado. 
There, clinging high on the yellow rock 
cliffs of canyons in a mesa a thousand 
feet higher than Mount Mitchell, are 
the remains of village dwellings set there 
long before Columbus discovered Amer- 
ica. Safe from their enemies, those early 
Indians built better and better homes 
till they reached the peak of their cul- 
ture. 


A series of droughts and perhaps the 
threat of enemies drove them away never 
to return, leaving their homes, many of 
them, intact for a race of strangers to 
admire. Now the canyons of the Mesa 
Verde are far larger than the ruins cling- 
ing to their walls and lining their high 
caverns; but the men who built those 
daring citadels are more a wonder than 
the places where they lived. For that 
matter, as Van Loon said, you could pack 
the entire living race of man into a box 
half a mile long and a half a mile wide 
and half a mile thick, and tip it off into 
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the Grand Canyon and it would hardly 
be noticed. 

Yet the men in the box are a greater 
miracle than the Canyon. 


HAT is the strange thing, the start 

of the riddle of man, to which only 
Faith has the answer: Here is man, a 
slight small thing, formed from the crust 
of the earth, a newcomer, so small that 
from a mountain top all his works are 
but ripples on the vacant plain; man, 
born of dust, a moving part of the crust 
of the earth, yet manipulating the stuff 
of which he was made, understanding it, 
changing it. There had been and there 
still are other animals; but these others 
take what is given them; they make few 
improvements. Man—let us say the In- 
dians of the Mesa Verde—made more 
improvement in what we now know as 
corn, than all the civilized men after him 
have made. It may even be questioned 
whether, considering all the resources 
man has now set at his disposal, modern 
man is as successful, as daring as in- 
genious, as the lost Indians of the mesa 
canyons. 

This is the paradox of man: he is tied 
to the crust of the earth as well as born 
from it; yet he is superior to it. Once 
arrived upon earth, he begins his long 
career of replenishing the earth and sub- 
duing it. Nature makes a Grand Can- 
yon, and man will never do that. But 
man builds homes, and Nature will not 
do that. Man even defies the crust of 
the earth, his own earth. Where Nature 
would say No! man sets his dwellings. 
Where Nature is bent on wearing away 
the stones to dust, man builds so that 
the tooth of time may gnaw but not de- 
stroy. The significance of man is not 
in the elements which he draws from 
the earth; it is in his spirit, which earth 
supports but cannot create—his spirit, 
dreaming and commariding and remould- 
ing the earth to the pattern of his mind’s 
desire. 


S° the traveler who is learning, as he 
goes, more of the ways of God and 
his creatures, is led to some reflections. 
First, he sees how man, born both of 
earth and of heaven, finds his destiny 
partly by defying the nature that gave 
him birth. He is a moving part of the 








crust of the earth; but not all the laws 
illustrated and underscored by a Grand 
Canyon make up the laws of the living 
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of man. To live solely by “‘nature’s laws” 
is to live for destruction, it is to admit 
defeat, it is to remain a member of the 
animal kingdom and never to realize 
one’s citizenship in another world; it is 
to exchange freedom for slavery. Man, 
to be what man ought to be, must take 
his very word “ought” from somewhere 
besides the crust of the earth. 

Much is written in the rocks of the 
Canyon, and the word MusT is over all; 
but the word ouUGHT is not there. It is 
only in the spirit of man, breath of the 
living God, that freedom is found. 


GAIN, while man has to live above 
nature and even, if need be, defy 

his earth-mother, he uses nature for his 
great improvement. While he cannot be 
bound by the laws of the earth’s crust, 
as other creatures are, he nevertheless 
must respect and largely use those laws, 
or be destroyed. Nature makes the can- 
yon; man can make use of the canyon 
for purposes the canyon does not know. 
Man builds—seemingly—so as to defy 
gravity; but closely examined, his high- 
flung homes are seen to be firmly where 
they are, by help of gravity; and his dead 
bodies give evidence in plenty that when 
he really defied the laws of gravity his 
bones were as brittle as any other ani- 
mal’s. Yet within limits set bv the 
earth itself, man’s spirit urges him to 
heights no other earth-child dreams. 

Further, for all the courage and skill 
of man, there are limits to his powers. 
He can build so that for many genera- 
tions he is safe from enemies, men or 
beasts. But not all his freedom, art and 
hope will bring rain when the dry years 
come. No courage, no flights of the 
spirit, will alter the fact of death. By 
day and night, the men on the ancient 
mesa and the modern traveler visiting 
in his car, are reminded that the final 
issues of life are not their own to decide. 
They face tke Given, that which they 
do not and cannot choose. Over their 
lives is written Must, by the same hand 
that wrote it on the canyon walls. And 
yet man, accepting his limitations, can 
find both a joy and a freedom within 
them which he does not draw from the 
earth beneath and within him, but from 
the heaven all about him. 

The Canyon speaks of God because it 
must; only man can speak with God in 
love. 





CLASSIFIED 


RATES—uUp to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 
mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15% 12 insertions, 20%. 





_ HELP WANTED 


WANTED: DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION. Full time, preferably un- 
married. Church school 500, church mem- 
bership 600. Located in a city of 18,000. 
Ideal climate all year. For further infor- 
mation contact Rev. Kenneth Carson, 
Graham Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Coronado, California. 
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Chaplaincy Program Will 
Get Change in Emphasis 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNsS)—Reorgan- 
ization of the General Commission on 
Chaplains was approved at its semi- 
annual meeting here by delegates rep- 
resenting major cooperating Protestant 
denominations. 

The aim will be to expand the agency’s 
work among young adults in the service 
and young married couples living at mili- 
tary bases. 


Home and Marriage 

Marion J. Creeger, executive secre- 
tary, said the Chiefs of Chaplains of the 
Armed Forces has advised the commis- 
sion it is pitching its programs at too 


low an age bracket. The chiefs particu- 
larly asked for more work among young 
married couples, he added. 

“They pointed out that there are not 
so many single teenagers in the Armed 
Forces now,” Dr. Creeger said, “‘and that 
we have an increasing number of young 
married couples with young children.” 

He said the chaplains also stressed that 
a young man who comes out of high 
school and enters the Armed Forces ma- 
tures rapidly and should be considered 
a “young adult,” in terms of church pro- 
grams, within six months or so. 

Under the reorganization plan the 
commission will be divided into a De- 
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CANDLES ON THE GLACIER 


warm thoughts for a cold world, being Fables and 
Fantasies about Faith for the modern mind 


by Kenneth J. Foreman 








For Pre-Publication Savings 


Postmark Your Order 
by October 31, 1956. 








Outlook friends and readers have a pre-publication opportunity for a sub- 
stantial saving for personal copies, Christmas, anniversary and other gifts. 


At the same time you may wish to get other Foreman books as listed below. 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga. « 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





be the published price). 





with predestination; 75¢, paper. 








(15 or more), 35¢. 


TO PRESBYTERIAN BOOKSTORES 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas e 


Or, The Presbyterian Outlook, 1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Please reserve for me at your special pre-publication price: 


copies of Dr. Foreman’s CANDLES ON THE GLACIER @ $2.50 each ($3 will 
Also send me: 


copies of FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, Thoughts About a Christian Marriage; 
$1.50 cloth; $1, paper; boxed, with wedding certificate. 


____ copies of GOD’S WILL AND OURS (Faith, Foreordination and Freedom) dealing 


copies of THE SAINT IN THE WINDOW AND THE SAINT IN THE HOUSE, 
25¢; inspiring message, especially appropriate for mothers at Christmas. 


packets, one each of all Foreman pamphlets, reprinted from The Outlook 
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partment of Chaplaincy Services and a 
Department on Ministry to Personnel in 
the Armed Services. The United Fel- 
lowship of Protestants, organization of 
servicemen sponsored by the commission, 
will operate as part of the personnel de- 
partment. 

Dr. Creeger will head the chaplaincy 
services department. A director will be 
named for the personnel department. 

In line with the move to change the 
commission’s emphasis its youth maga- 
zine, The Link, will be upgraded in age 
approach from the 18 and 19-year-old 
level to the young adult level, Dr. Creeger 
said. 

Copies of the monthly are sent to all 
Protestant chaplains in the Armed Forces 
to be placed in reading rooms and 
lounges and used in discussion groups. 
More Retreats 

The commission was urged by the 
Chaplains Corps to encourage Protestant 
Churches to conduct more seminars and 
spiritual retreats for their ministers who 
are chaplains. 

Chaplain (Brig. Gen.) Frank Tobey, 
deputy chief of Army chaplains, said 
that such gatherings are essential to keep 
chaplains spiritually alert and in touch 
with developments in the civilian 
churches. 

A report from the chaplaincy division 
of the Veterans Administration urged 
Protestant churches to recruit young min- 
isters for service in VA hospitals. It 
stressed the number of young veterans 
entering such institutions and the fact 
that many hospital chaplains are nearing 
retirement age. 

A VA spokesman said there are 54,000 
veterans in psychiatric wards alone who 
need specialized counseling. 


Militant Laymen 

I can write encyclicals, I can speak 
over the radio, I can write about social 
doctrine. But I cannot go into the fac- 
tories, in the shops, in the offices, into 
the mines . . . nor can bishops do this, 
nor priests, for these places are closed 
to them. Therefore, the church needs 
thousands and thousands of militant 
lay missionaries who are representatives 
of the church in their working environ- 
ment.—Pope Pius XII. 


GOWN CHOIR 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


PULPIT 











SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
LASTING BEAUTY 


Write for catalog G7? 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 


7 WEST 36 ST + NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 
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FULL REINSTATEMENT IS ASKED 
FOR HUNGARIAN BISHOP ORDASS 


GENEVA (RNS)—Leaders of World 
Protestant organizations hailed the ac- 
tion of Hungarian government and church 
officials in rehabilitating Bishop Lajos 
Ordass but said his case would not be 
fully settled until he is reinstated as 
bishop. 

Statements were issued by Carl E. 
Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, and W. A. 
Visser *t Hooft, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches. They also 
wired congratulations to Dr. Ordass on 
his rehabilitation. 

Bishop Ordass, imprisoned from 1948 
to 1950 on charges of black market cur- 
rency dealings, was exonerated by the 
Hungarian Supreme Court which re- 
viewed the case and annulled the sentence 
“in the absence of any crime committed.” 


A Hungarian Lutheran Church tribu- 
nal thereupon met and annulled the order 
issued by a special ecclesiastical court in 
April, 1950, removing the bishop from 
office and from his post as head of the 
church. 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft noted in his state- 
ment that the bishop had “temporarily” 
resigned episcopal office pending clarifi- 
cation of his future duties. He said Dr. 
Ordass now has the status of “bishop in 
retirement.” Meanwhile, Bishop Ordass 
has been offered a professorship at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Buda- 
pest. He has full liberty to preach in 
Lutheran churches anywhere in Hungary, 
Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said. 


WCC Negotiations 


However, he pointed out that when the 
agreement regarding Bishop Ordass’ re- 
habilitation was reached last August in 
negotiations between World Council, 
LWF and Hungarian government offi- 
cials the church leaders said they would 
not “consider the question fully and sat- 
isfactorily settled” until the bishop was 
restored to his episcopal post. 

This point also was emphasized by Dr. 
Lund-Quist. In a message to Janos 
Horvath, president of the Hungarian 
State Office for Church Affairs, he said 
that “while our churches around the 
world will note with pleasure that Bishop 
Ordass has been granted full rehabilita- 
tion” the LWF hopes “‘an adequate solu- 





NURSES AIDES 


Positions now open for Nurses Aides. 
Salary ranges from $180.00 to $220.00 
per month for 40 hour week. Evening 
and night differentials. Fringe benefits. 
Full maintenance $30.00 per month. 
= full details of experience in first 
etter. 9 


Director of Nurses 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
301 Sicomac Ave. Wyckoff, New Jersey 
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tion will be found within our Lutheran 
Church of Hungary” for this restitution. 


First Sermon in 8 Years 

BupAPest (RNS)—Lutheran Bishop 
Lajos Ordass, recently rehabilitated by 
the Hungarian government and church 
officials, preached at a regular service 
here for the first time since his imprison- 
ment in 1948 on charges of black market 
currency dealings. 

He delivered the sermon in a small 
church located near Mairvany Street 
where he has been living since he left 
prison in 1950. Bishop Ordass has at- 
tended services at this church regularly. 

Although the church hardly holds 400 
persons about 1200 from all parts of the 
capital came to hear him. The majority 
listened to his sermon outside through 
loudspeakers. Children of the parish 
presented him with flowers. 

Bishop Ordass conducted the service 
alone although the parish minister, Las- 
zlo Danhauser, was present. 

He took as his text Matt. 22:1-14 (The 
King’s Marriage Feast). Bishop Ordass 
said it was good to speak after a long 
silence and “‘to testify that there is a 
holy relation between Jesus and a be- 
liever comparable to that between a bride 
and bridegroom.” 

“When everybody deserted me and I 
shook with fear,” he said, ‘my Savior 
called me and took me in His two strong 
arms. He led me through a burning flame 
and showed me the beginnings of a new 
life. 

“T knew then that if nothing is con- 
stant in this world, God is unchanged: 
and to him that which was sin yesterday 
remains sin today and that which was 
holy yesterday remains holy today.” 
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Anglican-Scotland Talks 
Reported Making Progress 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—Representatives of 
the Church of England and the Church 
of Scotland (Presbyterian) “made prog- 
ress” in a series of talks here on church 
unity, according to an official spokesman. 

He said it was hoped a report on the 
discussions would be ready for submis- 
sion to authorities of both communions 
early next year. 

The conference was committed to 
studying the kind of modification in the 
two church systems which, “in the con- 
text of the hoped-for reintegration of 
Christendom, might be regarded as likely 
—in the long run—to be requisite.” 

Fellowship discussions between the 
two churches were instituted in 1932, 
suspended two years later, and resumed 
in 1950. They have been joined in re- 
cent years by the Episcopal (Anglican) 
Church in Scotland and the Presbyterian 
Church of England. ; 

Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, stated last May that con- 
versation, between the two churches had 
reached “a new stage” and indicated 
optimism regarding their outcome. 


THE church is limited by conventional 

people with strong convictions about 
secondary matters. But thank God that 
there are equally good men with deep 
convictions on primary matters.—HENRY 
KNOX SHERRILL. 
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CHOOSE THE REVISED 
STANDARD VERSION BIBLE 


Easier to read, the 
RSVB brjngs you 
new understanding 
of the great stories, 
parables and 
teachings of the 
Bible. No gift can 
bring more lasting 
joy than the Bible 
written in the living 
language of today. 


SELECT FROM THESE POPULAR EDITIONS 
Family size editions 


Black genuine leather ......... $10.00 
Maroon buckram ..,.....eeee0. 6.00 

















India paper editions 
Black genuine leather ......... $ 9.00 
Smaller editions — illustrated 
Recommended for young people 
eee SED cceccccaccccsees $ 3.50 
i EE ENS 3.25 
New Testament 
Special Gift edition illustrated 
with 8 fine masterpieces...... $ 3.95 


We'll be happy fo fill your 
order by mail. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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Does Your Worship—Education-Presentation (Quantity-purchase 


money-saving offer for 


(or other) Committee Know That 


Christmas purchases) 


Now Is the Time to Provide RSV Bibles for Church Pews, Class Rooms and Pulpit 


— and for Members of the Junior Department (and / or others) 


During the past year or more we have been interested to see how many churches are providing 
presentation copies of the RSV Bible for children and young people in their church. A Florida church 
has ordered 250 copies for its pews. Practices vary. Some give Bibles: 


—To children at Christmas. 
—To all boys and girls going into the Junior Department. 
—To all Pioneers. 


—To all children who join the church. 





—To all Church School departments for use in the department. 


Regardless of your practice, if you need RSV Bibles in quantity, we can help you. Some of our re- 
cent orders for Presentation Copies have run like this: 


23 copies #3807, Black leather, large type—with names in gold on cover (50¢ extra) 


60 copies #2803, Black flexible, illustrated 45 #2803, Black flex. illus. 
56 copies #2800, Blue cloth, illus. 32 #2803, Black flex. illus. 
24 copies #2801, Text-Pew, cloth. 20 #3800, Maroon buckram, large type 
40 copies #3800, Maroon buckram, large type 27 #2800, Blue cloth, illus. 


Hundreds and hundreds of copies of #2803 and #2800 (the most popular presentation editions). 


We can supply you with these and other popular editions of the RSV Bible as shown on the order 
blank below. If you send in your order at once, to the address below, we can give you speedy service. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 N. 6th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the RSV Bibles in the quantities checked below. All orders cash at these low per- 
copy prices. POSTAGE PAID. IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 

















1-3 4-19 20-99 100 or ; 

copies copies copies more 

______ #3807, Black genuine leather, large type $ 10.00 $ 7.97 $ 7.47 $ 7.37 : 
_____. #3800, Maroon buckram, large type 6.00 4.97 4.75 4.68 ; 
____. #2800, Blue cloth, illustrated 3.25 2.75 2.59 2.53 
____-« #2803, Black sturdite, flexible, illus. 3.50 2.97 2.79 2.73 . 
______. #2813, Black sturdite, flexible, illus., helps 3.75 3.19 2.99 2.91 : 
____ #2808W, White, genuine leather, illus. 7.00 5.97 5.59 5.46 
_____. #2801, Text-Pew Bible, black cloth 3.00 2.55 2.50 2.34 : 
____. #383, New Testament, illus., red leatheroid over boards 3.95 3.35 3.25 3.10 H 
Pulpit Bible, Genuine Sealskin, red or black 100.00 

____. Pulpit Bible, Genuine Morocco, red or black 80.00 : 
______ Pulpit Bible, Genuine Cowhide, red or black 60.00 ; 
_____ Pulpit Bible, Black Cloth, 40.00 
Send to: NAME____ ADDRESS_ 
CITY & STATE. CHURCH 
$s enclosed. (Check, cash or money order). Mail your order at once. 
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What Does the Lord Require? 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 11, 1956 
Micah 4:1-5; 6:1-8 


What does the Lord require of us? 
Countless answers have been returned to 
that question, but in the judgment of 
many no one has answered it better than 
Micah of Moresheth in the eighth cen- 
tury before Christ. 

Micah seems to have been a small- 
town artisan, in close touch and sym- 
pathy with the Palestinian peasant 
whose wrongs he so graphically depicts 
(2:1ff). His native village was a small 
town on the border line between Judah 
and Philistia, as well as an outpost in 
the direction of Egypt, whose relations 
with Palestine were strained often then 
as now. It was one of the first objectives 
for attack in case of a military campaign 
against Palestine from either south or 
west. And in Micah’s day, during the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah 
(1:1), there was cause for concern. 

“Under Jotham splendid luxury reigned. 
His ambition to build fortresses and pal- 
aces in Jerusalem cost many a peasant’s 
life. Under Ahaz, Judah was forced to 
pay tribute to Assyria, which, together 
with the cost of the Syro-Ephraimitic war 
of 734 B.C., fell as a heavy burden upon 
all classes. Both rich and poor suffered. 
The grasping, avaricious landlords used 
their power to oppress, confiscating the 
property of the poor, and even evicting 
widows from their houses. All sorts of 
economic crimes were perpetrated, the 
plutocrats devouring the humbler classes 
as ‘sheep crop grass.’ Under Hezekiah, 
who attempted to reform the state, condi- 
tions became even more hopeless. Men 
ceased to trust one another. Jerusalem 
became a hotbed of factions and intrigue. 
The advisers of the king became divided 
in their policies, some urging alliance 
with Egypt against Assyria, others sub- 
mission to Assyria. The custodians of the 
law abused their power, nobles fleecing the 
poor, judges accepting bribes, prophets 
flattering the rich, and priests teaching 
for hire (chapter 2). Lust of wealth ruled 
on all sides. The money tyrants laughed 
at possible judgment. Commercialism and 
materialism were supplanting almost the 
last vestige of everything ethical and spir- 
itual.” (George L. Robinson) 

In the fourth year of Hezekiah’s reign, 
the Assyrians who were the cruelest war- 
riors of the ancient world, besieged Sa- 
maria, the capital of the northern 
kingdom. Two years later they destroyed 
the city and carried the bulk of its in- 
habitants into captivity. In the 14th year 
of Hezekiah’s reign Sennacherib led his 
great army against Jerusalem. Sometime 
during this ten-year interval Micah arose 
to denounce the leaders of the nation 
whose conduct made its ultimate over- 
throw inevitable. The blame rests first 
of all, he says, upon the great landown- 
ers, whose greed is destroying the small 
independent farmers on whose continu- 
ance the real vigor of the nation depends 
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(2:1-11). It rests also upon the states- 
men, the politicians, the officals who were 
supposed to see that justice was meted 
out to all classes of the people and to 
restrain the unprincipled avarice of those 
who had economic wealth. Instead they 
sided with the oppressors of the poor. 
Micah compares them with cannibals who 
pluck off the skin of their victims and 
eat the flesh from their bones (3:1-4). 
Finally, the prophet blames the religious 
leaders of Judah, because they have not 
been faithful in pointing out the social 
injustice in the nation. So long as they 
have enough to put in their own mouths, 
they are undisturbed about the needs of 
others. It makes no difference to them 
how the members of their congregations 
earn their money so long as they con- 
tribute liberally to their upkeep. Such 
prophets, Micah warns, inevitablv lose 
their vision. The time comes when ‘‘there 
is no answer from God” (3:5-8). 

The immediate future under Judah’s 
present rulers is indeed black. ‘‘But”— 
there is a brighter day to come. The pic- 
ture in chapters 4 and 5 is in definite 
contrast to that in chapters 1-3. Judg- 
ment upon Judah under her present 
rulers may be expected, but also justice 
for all men under a ruler still to come; 
war in the immediate offing, but ulti- 
mately enduring peace for all mankind. 
“In the latter days”—i.e., in the days 
that lie ahead. The time is relative to 
that of the speaker. Jerusalem will be 
destroyed, the nation will perish, but 
some time in the future will come (1) 
the exaltation of God’s law—over all 
nations (4:1-5) and (2) the reign of 
God’s King—over all peoples (5:1-5a). 
Modern scholars tend to the opinion that 
these optimistic glimpses into the future 
were added by a later hand, which may 
or may not be true. The promise re- 
mains—one of mankind’s earliest glimp- 
ses of a world of universal justice, law 
and peace. 

The Exaltation of God’s Law, 4:1-5 


“Tt shall come to pass in the latter 
days that the mountain of the house of 
the Lord shall be established as the high- 
est of the mountains, and shall be raised 
up above the hills.” The mountain of the 
Lord’s house was Mount Zion, the site 
of the temple. This mountain, Micah 
predicts, will be established as the high- 
est of the mountains (not for a time, 
but permanently, the participle indi- 
cates) and shall be exalted above all other 
hills. It is not physical elevation that 
the prophet has in mind but spiritual 
elevation. Jerusalem, he prophesies, will 
become the religious capital of the world. 


“And many nations shall come, and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may teach us of his ways 
and we may -walk in his paths.” . 

Perhaps Micah thought that men all 
over the world would actually come to 
Jerusalem for instruction in God’s will. 
It shall be fulfilled, we have come to see, 
in different fashion. The time will come 
when the divine revelation that came out 
of Zion will be acknowledged and sought 
as supreme by all nations. 

It is not formal acknowledgement, lip 
service, that Micah foresees. Rather 
nations will go that “he may teach us of 
his ways’”—i.e., those parts of his com- 
mandments which are necessary for their 
present needs. And they shall seek to 
walk in his ways. God’s law will be 
accepted as the law of all nations, and 
they will seek his guidance in the prac- 
tical problems of life, and follow his 
instructions—even in international dis- 
putes. For “he shall judge between many 
peoples and will decide concerning (the 
Asv is better here than either the KJv 
or the rSv) strong nations afar off,” 
i.e., nations will settle their disputes in 
accordance with God’s law, not according 
to their national interests and might. 
Then at last, when nations arbitrate their 
differences in the light of divine law, will 
armaments become unnecessary. 

“They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks.” Money—billions of dollars— 
used to build jet planes and hydrogen 
bombs, will be used to supply the necessi- 
ties of life for people who desire nothing 
more than to live in peace. Atomic en- 
ergy locked in engines of destruction will 
be employed to build a better world for 
all mankind. Nations will no longer 
need to teach their young men how to 
kill their fellowmen. 

Then at last poverty .will be van- 
quished (think of how much could be 
done with money spent in preparation 
for war). ‘They shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree.” 
This is a picture of security and content- 
ment—in terms of Micah’s day, offering 
not luxury but enough. As Pusey says: 

“It exhibits a picture of domestic peace, 
each family gathered in harmony and rest- 
ing under the protection of God, each 
content with what they have, neither 
coveting another’s, nor disturbed in their 
own.” 

“And none shall make them afraid.” 
How much there is to make the common 
man afraid today—war, unemployment, 
sickness for which they cannot secure 
adequate care, men who hold the happi- 
ness of their fellowmen in thrall. 

It is a glorious picture that Micah 
holds in prospect and it shall some day 
be realized, ‘“‘for the mouth of the Lord 
of hosts has spoken.” It is however a 
long way off—this seems to be the un- 
expressed thought of Micah—‘‘for all the 
peoples walk each in the name of its 
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god.” Russia and other countries within 
her orbit do not recognize the law of God, 
they have repudiated that law and its 
author and follow after gods of their 
own making. Other nations do indeed 
acknowledge God—after a fashion, but 
only after a fashion. And often it seems 
that God’s law is honored more in the 
breach than in its observance. “All the 
people walk, each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God forever and ever.” In other 
words, “since Israel’s faith is to en- 
lighten the world, let them be more dili- 
gent to keep the faith.” Now is the time 
of all time when the church must keep 
the true faith alight. In vs. 5 Micah 
contrasts the future bliss with the actual 
present and points the way which all 
must follow who believe that God’s will 
remains supreme. 

ll. The Nature of True Religion, 

6:1-8 

In 6:1-8 Micah pictures a great trial 
in which the Lord appears as the accuser 
of his people. 

1. The Lord speaks, 6:1. He calls 
upon the prophet to stand before the 
court and urge God’s case against his 
erring people. The steadfast and ever- 
lasting hills that gaze on the generations 
of human folly and sin stand as the 
judges; just as in Isaiah 1:2 heaven and 
earth are appealed to for a verdict against 
man. 


2. The prophet speaks in the name of 
the Lord, 6:2-5. God has commanded 
him to arise and state his case; imme- 
diately he obeys and addresses the hills. 
The tender phrase with which he begins, 
“O my people” (vs. 3), repeated in vs. 
5, contains a whole volume of reproof 
and gives deep emotion to his argument. 
God does not mention his people’s sins, 
but reminds them of his benefits and asks 
only what have been his faults. God 
had delivered them from the bondage 
of Egypt, he had led them from Shittim, 
the last encampment in the wilderness 
east of the Jordan, to Gilgal, the first 
stop in the Promised Land; all through 
their history, through thick and thin, he 
had been with them; as in the case of 
Balak and Balaam (Numbers 22-24), 
turning what had been intended for a 
curse into a blessing. There is no fault 
which they can bring against him. 

3. The nation replies, 6:6-7. There 
is no need for the prophet to continue. 
The people acknowledge their need of 
reconciliation. They inquire anxiously 
of the prophet (note the repeated ques- 
tions) how they are to conciliate God. 
‘“‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself (the obeisance of a sub- 
ject before his king) before God on high. 
They are ready to offer burnt offerings, 
of calves a year old (considered the 
choicest), or indeed thousands of rams, 
hecatombs such as Solomon had offered, 
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or ten thousands of rivers of oil.’ If that 
is not enough, they are willing to give 
their most precious possessions, to pro- 
pitiate God by the sacrifice of their first- 
born sons. Such child sacrifices were 
common among the heathen nations and 
also appeared at times in Israel. 

4. The prophet speaks, 6:8. He denies 
that any external form will make up for 
the want of spiritual qualities. Not the 
sacrifices and offerings which are of no 
moral worth will do, but only the sacri- 
fices of the heart. ‘He has showed you, 
O man, what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk hum- 
bly with your God.” 

Many writers say that this is the great- 
est single statement in the Old Testa- 
ment, and the best definition of religion. 
According to Micah God requires three 
things and three things only of man: 
justice in all of life’s relationships, kind- 
ness to one’s fellows, and the humble 
walk with God; or as Moffatt translates 
it: ‘To be just and kind and live in 
quiet fellowship with your God.” Jus- 
tice—this Amos, an earlier prophet, had 
required (5:24). Justice in our social 
and business relations, in international 
affairs, as well as justice in our personal 
dealings is indeed basic, but bare justice 
does not suffice. There must also be 
kindness (so the rsv translates the word). 
This Hosea, a younger contemporary of 
Amos had added (6:6; 8:13), and twice 
Jesus quoted his words (Mt. 9:13; 
12:7). Indeed love, a synonym for 
mercy or kindness is the summary of the 
law. But to the justice of Amos and 
the kindness of Hosea, Micah adds a 
third quality—piety, or the humble walk 
with God, in which one bows in rever- 
ence, and asks for guidance, and vields 
in obedience, and is sustained by the 
presence of One by his side. Rolland 
E. Wolfe in the Interpreter’s Bible savs: 

“It is worthy of notice that in this 
formula for acceptable religion two parts 
deal with man and only one is concerned 
with God. This is because it is rather 
futile to talk about God unless we first 
come to respect the god-images about us, 
i.e, man. We are not likely to love God 
whom we have not seen unless we first 
come to love man whom we can see (1 
John 4:20). The religion of this verse is 
a religion that is geared to everyday life. 
Whatever theologies or incidentals may be 
mixed with religion, a person cannot go far 
wrong, either among men or in the sight of 
God, if these three fundamentals are ob- 
served. The fifth and last question in this 
series ask if the pursuing of these three 
quests is sufficient to develop an ample re- 
ligion. The implied answer is an emphatic, 
‘Nothing more is needful.’ This passage 
is one of perhaps four mountain peaks of 
spiritual attainment in the O.T., the others 
being Deut. 6:4-5 plus Levit. 19:1&8b; Amos 
5:24 and Jonah 4:2. By no means least 
of these in its potentialities is this classic 
statement in Micah, with its simple but 
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BOOKS BY PRESBYTERIANS 


Why | Am a Presbyterian, by Park 
Hays Miller. Thos Nelson & Co., New 
York. 200 pp., $2.75. This is chiefly the 
story of the life and work of the USA 
church with some references to other 
Presbyterian bodies. 

The World from Our Home. Written 
for parents by parents. Friendship Press, 
New York. 64 pp., 60¢, paper. This is 
a grand book, though a small one, show- 
ing the changing world children must 
face. Among the Presbyterian authors: 
M. W. and Mary C. Norfleet (“The World 
Through Books’) and John C. and Rachel 
Wynn (“Christian Families Take a 
Stand”’). 

Guests of God, by John Frederick Jan- 
sen. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
109 pp., $2. Meditations for the Lord’s 
Supper by the professor of religion at 
Hanover College (Ind.). 

How to Make the Most of Your Job, by 
Eugene Carr. Coward-McCann, New York. 
128 pp., $2.25. This is a practical phi- 
losophy of work by the director of radio 
for the Brush-Moore newspapers in 
Canton, Ohio. He is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church. 

The Middle East: Its Religion and Cul- 
ture, by Edward J. Jurji. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. 159 pp., $3. Pub 
lished: Nov. 5. By a Princeton Seminary 
professor. 

The Worth of a Man, by Arnold H. 
Lowe. Harper & Bros., New York. 184 
pp., $3. Published: Oct. 31. By the pastor 
of Westminster church, Minneapolis. 

His Kingdom Is Forever, by Ernest Lee 
Stoffel. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 182 pp., $3. The pastor of the First 
church, Charlotte, N. C., deals with the 
meaning of citizenship in the Kingdom of 
God. 

The Shadow of Heaven, by James 
Henley Caligan. Vantage Press, New 
York. 143 pp., $2.95. This Miami, Fla., 
pastor shows how the truths of God are 
reflected in the natural world—‘‘a sway- 
ing reed, a fallen sparrow.” 

The Hymnody of the Christian Church, 
by Louis F. Benson, John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va., 310 pp., $4.50. This is an 
important book, long out of print, now 
available once more. Dr. Benson was 
generally regarded as America’s greatest 
hymnologist. 

Tools for Bible Study, edited by Balmer 
H. Kelly and Donald G. Miller. John 
Knox Press Richmond, Va. 159 pp., $2. 
Reprinted from Interpretation, here is 
basic information about concordances, 
lexicons, Bible dictionaries and other 
“tools for Bible study.” 

The Use of Music in Christian Educa- 
tion, by Vivian Sharp Morsch. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 171 pp., $3. 
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The author is director of Christian educa- 
tion in the First church, Youngstown, 
Ohio. Her sacred music degree was 
earned at Union (N.Y.) and Columbia. 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PREACH- 
ING. By Ilion T. Jones.: Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., 272 pp., $3.75. 

This book is a comprehensive study 
of the why and wherefore of preaching. 
It is helpfully and interestingly written 
with an eye more to instruction than in- 
spiration. It gives evidence of the wide 
knowledge which the author has acquired 
in this field through his experience first 
as a successful preacher and pastor and 
in more recent years as professor of prac- 
tical theology at San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Writing clearly and succinctly, Dr. 
Jones manages to cover the major aspects 
of the art of sermon construction and 
preaching with a remarkable degree of 
detail. The range of the subject matter 
covered is indicated by the major divi- 
sions of the table of contents: (1) Back- 
ground of Preaching, (2) Planning the 
Sermon, (3) Preparing the Sermon, (4) 
Preaching the Sermon, and (5) Building 
Up a Reservoir for Preaching. 

Planned for the purpose of providing 
“on the job” guidance for the minister 
who wants to re-think and re-evaluate his 
sermonizing, this book is one which the 
average preacher can read and re-read 
from year to year with profit. 
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Maxton, N. C. 
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CHANGES 

Charlies E. Cathey, Clarksville, Ark., 
will become a member of staff of the 
Synod of Oklahoma, living in Ft. Smith, 
Ark. 

John C. Hauenstein, formerly of Sand 
Lake, N. Y., retired since July 1, now 
lives at 1 Blake Drive, Arden, N. C., and 
he is supplying the pulpit of the Franklin 
(U. S.) church. 

Fred W. Tyler, Ft. Worth, Texas, has 
become pastor in Alice, Texas, 416 E. 
First St. 

Adam H. Davidson, Jr., from Paradis, 
La., to Rt. 1, Athens, La. 

J. Edward Gayhart from Beattyville, 
Ky., to 131 Falls Road, London, Ky., 
where he is organizing a new church. 

Paul M. Lundell from Petersburg, IIL, 
to 8801 W. McCarthy Rd., Palos Park, 
Ill. 

J. W. Weathers from 
Va., to 10043 S. W. 60th 
43, Fla. 

Fred S. McCorkle from Stuart, Va., to 
Box 68, Poolesville, Md. 

Edwin P. Rogers from Kentfield, Calif., 
to Box 7158, Phoenix, Ariz. 

John B. Spragens from Richmond, Va., 
to 7004 Casa Loma Ave., Dallas 14, Texas, 
Nov. 1. 

Alan B. Darling from Davis, Okla., to 
250 W. 7th St., Erie 2, Pa. 

Lester S. Evans, Cambridge, Ohio, is 
retiring from the pastorate and leaving 
Oct. 30 with Mrs. Evans on a 13-month 
visit among the mission fields of 41 coun- 
tries. 

John McSween from Clinton, S. C., to 
Box 411, Gaffney, S. C. 

Russell Burns from West Jefferson, 
N. C., to the Floris church, Herndon, Va. 

William Abbot who, with his family, 
spent the past year in Zurich, Switzer- 
land, has returned to this country and 
is in Louisville, Ga. 

Walter K. Keys has been installed as 
pastor of the Rumple Memorial church, 
Blowing Rock, N. C. succeeding L. T. 
Newland, now of Black Mountain, N. C. 
He was formerly pastor there, 1940-48. 

W. Taylor Reveley, professor of South- 
western at Memphis, is spending the 
fall—up to December 15—traveling in 
the interests of the Faculty Christian 
Fellowship in many Southern colleges 
and universities. 

J. B. Carpenter from Holly Springs, 
Miss., to the Childersburg, Ala., church. 

V. B. McGehee from Washington, N. C., 
to Pinetops, N. C. 
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James M. Ammons from Buchanan, Va., 
to Rt. 2, Nokesville, Va. 

John F. Burhorn, formerly of Anna, 
Ill., is now dean of the chapel and head 
of the department of religion at Millikin 
University. 

L. R. Gilliland from Cobden, IIL, to the 
Rantoul, Ill., church. 

Louis M. Swartz from Cambridge, Ohio, 
to Kankakee, III. 

Richard H. Hunter, formerly of Blair 
Academy, N. J., is now chaplain of Lake 
Forest College, Ill. 

F. D. McMartin, formerly of Fancy 
Prairie, Ill., is serving as stated supply 
in Albion, Ill. 

Howard Strong from Assumption, IIl., 
to the Olivet church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
SPEAKERS 

John Bright, Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, was the speaker at the Queen’s 
Theological College (Kingston, Ontario) 
Alumni Conference recently, with lectures 
on “Biblical Authority and Biblical Theo- 


E. R. Somerville, Central Park church, 
Birmingham, Ala., is scheduled to partici- 
pate soon in educational telecasts in 
Chicago on the Religious Town Hall 
Meeting. 


MARRIED 

Charles C. Miller, Jr., and Catherine 
Jean Boand, director of Christian educa- 
tion in the First church, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
were married Oct. 20 in the Highland 
Park church, Dallas, Texas. 


DCEs 
Marian Fisk from Kingsport, 
to First church, Morristown, Tenn. 
All DCEs see letter, page 2. 


SPEAKING CHOIR 

V. Neil Wyrick, pastor of the Palmetto 
church, Miami, Fla., is director of a voice 
or chorale-speaking choir for the drama 
department of the Greater Miami Council 
of Churches. The organization, just form- 
ing, will be featured in a Christmas pre- 
sentation over a Miami radio station. 


Tenn., 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


A GRAND PAST— 
A GREAT PRESENT— 
A GLORIOUS FUTURE— 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 








DAVIDSON 
COLLEGE 


Davidson, N. C. 


John R. Cunningham, 
President 


Where Religion 
and Education 
Advance 


The Christian Purpose 


Write for Catalogue 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Eentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 








Separate Campuses ..... 
tor women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. 
Send for illustrated booklet 

Walter A. Groves, Ph.D., President 


Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 








“WHERE THERE’S YOUR WILL... 


THERE’S A WAY... 


for the Future 


to Give Now 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A bequest 
in your legal will that someday will help lead thousands 
of unchurched people in our Southland into the Way; 
thereby making your money immortal as a gift that lives 
—and loves—after you. There’s the Way in your will. 


GIVE NOW FOR THE FUTURE. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 


‘Facing the Future with Your Money 
for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B—Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Dept. D-1 Atlanta, Ga. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





ghland 











